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CHAPTER 753
CIRCUIT COURTS

753.01 Termof office. 753.09  Jury.
753.016 Judicial circuit for Milwaukee County 753.10 Attendance of dicers, pay; opening court.
753.03 Jurisdiction of circuit courts. 753.19 Operating costs; circuit court.
753.04 Writs, how issued; certiorari. 753.22 When court to be held.
753.05 Seals. 753.23 Night and Saturday sessions.
753.06 Judicial circuits. 753.24 Where court to be held.
753.061 Court; branch; judge. 753.26 Office and records to be kept at county seat.
753.065 Naturalization proceedings, venue. 753.30 Clerk of circuit court; duties, powers.
753.07 Circuit judges; circuit court reporters; assistant reporters; salaries: reti®3.32  Clerks, etc., not to be appraisers.
ment; fringe benefits. 753.34 Circuit court for Menominee and Shawano counties.
753.073 Expenses. 753.35 Rules of practice and trial court administration.
753.075 Reserve judges; service. 753.40 Contributions to certain ganizations and agencies.

753.077 Preservation of judgments.

753.01 Term of office. The term of dfce of every elected cir judges,officers and employees thereof with suitadsbeommoda

cuit judge is 6 years and until the successor is electedw@ald tions,adequately centralized and consolidated, and withéce

fied, commencing with the August 1 next succeedingethetion. essaryfurniture and supplies and make provision fongsessary
History: 1975 c. 61178, 199,422 1977 c. 18%.92; Stats. 1977 s. 753.01983 expensesnd operation.

a.538 . .
Thelegislature cannot, after a judge has been elected to a new branch, advance tf{é) CiviL SE.RVI.CE' The board (.)f superwsor; and Coumy CIV.”
startingdate and the end of the judgéerm. 58 AttyGen. 97. service commission shathake suitable reclassifications in posi
tionsin said county to accomplighe purpose of subg) to (5).
753.016 Judicial circuit for Milwaukee County. (1) This History: 1975 c. 39199, 1977 c. 187s.92, 135 1977 c. 449Stats. 1977 s.

sectionapplies only in the judicial circufor Milwaukee County ~/53:016:1979 ¢. 10.60 (13) 1981 c. 96353 1985 a. 1761995 a. 201

(2) Courr ROOM; OFFICES. The county board shall provide753 03 jurisdiction of circuit courts.  The circuitcourts
suitablecourt rooms and 6€es, thesherif shall provide the nec  p5yethe general jurisdiction prescribed for themaisticle VI of
essarydeputy sherfs asattending dicers under $59.27 (3)and - {he constitutionand have power to issue all writs, procass
theclerk of the circuit court shall provide a Baient number of - ommissiongrovided inarticle VIl of the constitutioror by the
deputy clerks for all the judges and branches of the court.  giatytesor whichmay be necessary to the due execution of the

(3) DEPARTMENTOFFAMILY CONCILIATION. (@) There is created powersvested in them. The circuit courts have power to hedr
adepartment of family conciliation under the direction and supe&fetermine within their respective circuits, all civil and criminal
vision of a director of family conciliation. The director shall: actionsand proceedings unless exclusive jurisdiction is given to

1. Receive all marital complaints and make a proper disposbme other court; and they have all the powers, accordithg to
tion thereof; usagef courts of law and equitpecessary to the full amdm

2. Make investigations of the faatpon which to base war Pletejurisdiction of the causes and parties and the full and com

rantsin the cases hereinbefore specified and in all atreters Pleteadministration of justice, and to carry intdeet theirjudg-
duly referred to said department; ments,orders and other determinations, subjecttgew by the
court of appeals or the supreme court as provided by [aae
. I : ourtsand the judges thereof have power to award all such writs
by said courtof its jurisdiction as the judges thereof may dul A : '
o)r/der ] Judag y rocessand commissions, throughout the state, returnable in the
’ . proper county
(b) All persons in this department shall kemh records as * pistory: 1977 c. 18%.92; Stats. 1977 s. 753.08983 a. 192

may be provided by lawThe court may by order close the files Thecircuit courts are constitutional courts with plenary jurisdiction. Theyato
of matters before the court if the court determinesphbﬁcation dependsolely upon statute for their powers. However in certain cases with vast social

. ; : ramificationsnot addressed by statute, pruderezpiires the courts to refuse to exer
of the matters is contrary tO_publIC_ policyhe co_urt me_lynake cise theifjurisdiction. As such, circuit courts are prohibited from exercising jurisdic
suchother orders as may be in the interest of children in such mah regarding sterilization of incompetents. Miatter of Guardianship of Eberhardy
tersand the pub“c morals. 102Wis. 2d 539307 N.W2d 881(1981).

. . Becausecourts haveexclusive criminal jurisdiction, criminal clges against a

) (c) The department shall have S_UCh investigaderare autho  gefendantwere not collaterally estopped even though a parole revocation hearing
rized by the county board of supervisors of the coufityeinves  examinerconcluded that the defendanéicts did not merjtarole revocation. State

tigators shall be appointed by the countdgpartment under s. V- SPanbaued08 Ws. 2d 548322 N.wzd 511 (Ct. App. 1982).

46.215 . . . . L
() The county board of supervisarithe county shall provide 753.04 Writs, how issued; certiorari. All writs issued
ty p @t ty p from the circuit court shall be in the name of the state istdn-

for such assistants, stenographic and otherwise, as needed t0 g5i%h )| pear date the day they are issued, be attested in the name
the director of family conciliation in carrying out the purpose o

) . X - f the judge of the circuit in which issued, and if there is no such
subs(3) to(S) particularly in regard to the proper disposaf@l:  j yqe “then in the name of the chief judge of the court of appeals
tal complaints. The director and all other persons in the depalj(tJ '

. r the chief justice of the supreme court, be returnable on a date
mentshall be appointed by the county department und&.813 .o tainwhich is not more than 60 days from the date of issuance,
exceptin cases otherwise expressly provided for

X ; ; 8 _unlessotherwise directed by lawy the judge or byule of court,

(f) All public officers in said county shall refer all domestigye signed by the clerk, sealed with the seal of the court and
complaintsmade to them to said director of the department gfrectedto some dicer or persorauthorized to serve or execute
domesticconciliation who shall dispose of all matters before it ithe writs. All writs of certiorari issued to review any action taken
propermanner by a county board, town board, common council of any city or

(4) EquipMENT. The board of supervisors of said county shatioardof trustees of any village, or any record lawfully in the-cus
furnishsaid court@nd said department of family conciliation, theody of a county clerk, town clerk, city clerk or village clerk may

3. Exercise such supervisigmconnection with the exercise
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be addressed to and served upon the proper county clerk, towr(j) Trempealeau CountyThe circuit has one branch.
clerk, city clerk or village clerk, respectivelyho shall make (k) Vernon County The circuit has one branch.

returnthereto. (8) WITHIN THE 8TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (a)

History: 1977 c. 18%.92, 1977 c. 449Stats. 1977 s. 753.04. R ;
A certiorari actiorexists only to test the validity of judicial or quasi-judicial deter Brown County The circuit has 8 branches.

minations. It does not allow for answers, denials, or defenses by the respolfdent. (b) Door County The circuit has 2 branches.
kel v. Village of Germantown218 Wis. 2d 572581 N.W2d 552(Ct. App. 1998). (C) Kewaunee CountyThe circuit has one branch

753.05 Seals. The circuit courts in theeveral counties shall ~ (d) Marinette County The circuit has 2 branches.
haveseals,and they may direct and from time to time alter the (e) Oconto CountyThe circuit has 2 branches.
inscriptionsanddevices thereon; and the respective county boards(f) Outagamie CountyThe circuit has 7 branches.

shall furnish such seals as shall delered; and when any such (g) Waupaca CountyThe circuit has 3 branches.
courtshall be unprovided with a seal the judge may authorize _the(g) WITHIN THE 9TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (C)
useof any temporary seal or of any device by way of seal untigorenceand Forest counties. The circuit has one branch.
sealshallbe so provided. The seals now in use by said courts skﬁgﬂ(d) Iron County The circuit has one branch

continueto be the seals thereof until others shall be provided L
accordingto law P (e) Langlade CountyThe circuit has one branch.

History: 1977 c. 187%.92; Stats. 1977 s. 753.05. (f) Lincoln County The circuit has one branch. Commencing

August 1, 1999the circuit has 2 branches.
753.06 Judicial circuits. The state is divided into ]Ud|C|a| (g) Marathon CountyThe circuit has 5 branches.

circuits as follows: (h) Menominee and Shawano counties. The circuit has 2
(1) WITHIN THE 1ST JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (@) branches.

Milwaukee County The circuit has 47 branches. (i) Oneida County The circuit has 2 branches.
(2) WITHIN THE 2ND JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (&) () Price County The circuit has one branch.

KenoshaCounty The circuit has 7 branches. (k) Taylor County The circuit has one branch.

(b) Racine CountyThe circ_uit has 10 branches. (L) Vilas County The circuit has one branch.

(c) Walworth County The circuit has 4 branches. (10) WITHIN THE 10TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. ()

(3) WITHIN THE 3RD JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (@) AshlandCounty The circuit has one branch.
JeffersonCounty The circuit has 4 branches. (am) Barron CountyThe circuit has 2 branches.

(b) Ozaukee CountyThe circuit has 3 branches. (b) Bayfield County The circuit has one branch.

(c) Washington County The circuit has 4 branches. (c) Burnett County The circuit has one branch.
(d) Waukesha CountyThe circuit has 12 branches. (d) Chippewa CountyThe circuit has 2 branches.
(4) WITHIN THE 4TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (&) (e) Douglas CountyThe circuit has 2 branches.

CalumetCounty The circuit has one branch.
(b) Fond du Lac CountyThe circuit has 5 branches.
(c) Manitowoc County The circuit has 3 branches.
(d) Sheboygan CountyThe circuit has 5 branches.

(f) Dunn County The circuit has 2 branches.

(g) Eau Claire CountyThe circuit has 5 branches.
(i) Polk County The circuit has 2 branches.

()) Rusk County The circuit has one branch.

(e) Winnebago CountyThe circuit has 6 branches. (k) St. Croix County The circuit has 3 branches.
Dag C\glllJTnl-t“N ;ﬁ: ler"(': JE%;?E?%":‘;;EK;@T'VE DISTRICT. (&) (L) Sawyer County The circuit has one branch.
b G Y c he circuit h b h (m) Washburn County The circuit has one branch.
(b) Green CountyThe circuit has one branch. History: 1971 c. 2631977 c. 18%.92; 1977 c. 449Stats. 1977 s. 753.06981
(bn) Lafayette CountyThe circuit has one branch. ¢.317 1983 a. 506538 1987 a. 75403 1989 a. 65336, 1991 a. 3239, 71, 269

L 1993 a. 2131995 a. 2251997 a. 27203 1999 a. 92001 a. 38
(c) Rock County The circuit has 7 branches.

(6) WITHIN THE 6TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (a) /53.061 Court; branch; judge. (1) In each judicial circuit,
AdamsCounty The circuit has one branch. eachjludgeshllp shall be given a branch numbﬁachprgnch

(am) Clark County The circuit has one branch. constitutesa circuit court with all the powers and jurisdiction pos
sessedy circuit courts in circuits having one judge orlgd may

(b) Columbia County The circuit has 3 branches. be designated in all papers and proceedings either by its respective

(c) Dodge County The circuit has 3 branches. numberor by the name of its presiding judge.

(d) Green Lake CountyThe circuit has one branch. (2) The chief judge of the 15tdicial administrative district
(e) Juneau CountyThe circuit has one branch. shalldesignate 2 circuit court branches that will primarily handle
(f) Marquette County The circuit has one branch. caseghat involve a violation of cl961 involving a controlled

(g) Portage CountyThe circuit has 3 branches. substancéncluded in schedulkor Il under ch961 or a controlled

(h) Sauk County The circuit has 3 branches. substancenalog of a controlled substance included in schedule
()) Waushara CountyThe circuit has one branch. I or Il under Ch.%l. o - . -

K) Wood C The circuit has 3 b h (2m) Thechief judge of the 1st judicial administrative district
(k) Wood County The circuit has 3 branches. is authorized to designatecircuit court branches to primarily

(7) WITHIN THE 7TH JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT. (&) handleviolent crime cases that involve a violation 0939.63 if

Buffalo and Pepin counties. The circuit has one branch. afelony is committed while armed, and of 840.01to 940.03
(b) Crawford County The circuit has one branch. 940.05 940.06 940.225 943.23 (1g)and943.32 (2) If the cir
(c) Grant County The circuit has 2 branches. cuit court branches are designated under this subsection, 2 shall
(d) lowa County The circuit has one branch. beginto primarily handle violent crime cases on September 1,

1991,and 2 shall begito primarily handle violent crime cases on
Augustl, 1992.
(5) Thestate shall reimburse the county for the costs of eperat

(e) Jackson CountyThe circuit has one branch.
(f) La Crosse CountyThe circuit has #ranches. Commenc

ing August 1, 1999, the C|rcu_|t hgs 5 branches. ing one of the 2 circuit court branches designated unde(Zul.
(h) Monroe County The circuit has 2 branches. thatbegin to primarily handle violent crime casesSeptember
(hm) Pierce CountyThe circuit has one branch. 1, 1991, including the one-time cost of courtrooamstruction.
(i) Richland County The circuit has one branch. The costs reimbursable under this subsection shall be pateeby
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secretaryof administration to the county treasuparrsuant to a systemestablished undehapter 201, laws of 1933 greater than
vouchersubmitted by the clerk of circuit court to the director othe required employer contribution rate unded4®.05 the state
statecourts and shall be paid from tla@propriation under s. shallpay 50% of the diérence to the county treasuréior future
20.625(1) (as) Theamount reimbursable under this subsectioretirementbenefits, these judges and reporters shall be given the
may not exceed $383,100 the 1991-92 fiscal year and $0 in thesameconsideration as other elected countficils and county
1992-93fiscal year employeeaunder the countg’retirement system.

E';Sﬂg’;z%)%? C'l‘gg%logg?? c. 1751989 a. 121122 1991 a. 391993 2. 921995 (3) SaME. Persons serving as county court judgesnty
a. 27, a. a. ; e
Eachcourt branch is endowed under s(i.with the full powers of a circuit court COUrtreporters Qnd assistant county court reporters, as specified
anczi f,lla\sthg sgmei powers as every other branch. DrBehwarz225 Ws. 2d 362 in sub.(1), for Milwaukee County on July 31, 1978, shall have the
592N.W.2d 623(1999). option of receiving compensaticand continuing in the retirement

753.065 Naturalization proceedings, venue. For thepur systemestablished undehapter 201, laws of 193 follows:

posesof naturalization proceedings onfursuant to federal stat . (2) The salaries authorized under230.12and751.02for the
utes(8 USC 142}, the counties of this state shall tensidered udgesand reporters shall be paig the secretary of administra

asone district. A resident of this state whetitions for naturaliza tion to the county treasurer pursuant to a voushemitted by the
tion may file the petition with the fi€e of clerk of circuitcourt clerk of circuit courtto the director of state courts. The county
locatedin any of the following cities: treasureshall pay the amounts directly to the judges and reporters

(1) Superior andthe amounts paighall be subject to the retirement system
%) Eau Cl N establisheduinderchapter 201, laws of 1937

(2) Eau Claire. (b) The state shall pay to the county treasurer in the manner
(3) La Crosse. specifiedin par (a) on behalf ofthe judges and reporters the

(4) Wisconsin Rapids. requiredemployer contribution rate as provided undetG05
(5) Green Bay If the required employer contribution ratader the retirement
(6) Sheboygan. systemestablished undehapter 201, laws of 193§ greater than
(7) Ashland the required employer contribution rate unde4®.05 the state
8) W ’ shallpay 50% of the diérence to the county treasuréior future
(®) ausau.. retirementbenefits, the judges and reporters shall be given the
(10) Janesville. sameconsideration as other elected countijcizls and county
(11) Fond du Lac. employeesuinder the countg’retirement system. Reporters cov
(12) Madison. eredunderthis subsection may be disched only for cause and
(13) Waukesha. in connection therewith shall bef@fded the same rights a hear
(14) Kenosha ing and appeal as employees in the classified state service.
(15) Racine (4) CouRT PERSONNEL;OPTIONS. As state employees, county

court judges, county court reporters, and assistant county court
reportersas specified isub.(1), who are denominated or become
circuit court judges and reporters on August 1, 1978 pamsons
servingas circuit court judges and circuit court reporters for Mil
waukeeCounty on July 31, 1978, shall have the option of remain
>)'ng as participants under county life and health insurance pro
%rq)msto the extent of their participation in such programns
ebruaryl, 1978. Thesecretary of administration shall semi
uallypay to the county treasur@ursuant to a voucher sub
itted by the clerk of circuit court to the director of state courts,

(16) Elkhorn.
History: 1973 ¢.125.37, 1977 c. 18%.92; Stats. 1977 s. 753.065981 c. 332

753.07 Circuit judges; circuit court reporters; assist -
ant reporters; salaries; retirement; fringe benefits.

(1) JUDGES AND COURT REPORTERS. Persons serving as count
courtjudges in this state on July 31, 1978, shall be denomina
circuit court judges as provided @hapter 449, laws of 1973ee
tion491 Persons serving as county court reporters in this state'

July 31, 1978, shall be circuit court reporters on August 1, 1978

Personserving as assistant county court reporters for a courtBramount equal to the state contribution for life and health-insur
record,authorized as full-time employees by a county board fice for other comparable state employees. The county shall pay

supervisorsand not paid on a per diem basis and who we e cost of anypremiums for life and health insurance exceeding
employedin that capacity on February 1, 1978, shaliceuit he sum of the state contribution and #maployee contribution as

courtreporters on August 1, 1978. On August 1, 1978, and-thefgduiredunder the county programs. _
after,all circuit court judges in this state shall receive compensa (5) EXERCISED IN WRITING. The options to remain under
tion under s20.923 and as state employesisall be subject to chs. county programs under this section shalléxeercised in writing
40 and230, except as otherwise provided in this section. on forms provided by the dire_ctor of state courts not IE_han

(2) CoURT PERSONNEL;MILWAUKEE COUNTY. Personserving Novemberl, 1978,and the action shall apply retrospectively to
ascircuit court judges and circuit court reporters for Milwauke@U9ust1, 1978.
Countyon July 31, 1978, shall hatiee option of receiving com (6) DETERMINATION. In this sectionirequired employer con
pensation and continuing as participants in the retirement systipution rate” means the total amount paid to the retirement fund
establisheduinderchapter 201, laws of 193@s follows: for similar participants including actuarially determinadrent

(a) The persons shall continue to receive salaries directly p&pSts.any prior service amortization costs and any amaodint
ablefrom the state in the same amount as they were receiving@RPloyeecontributions presently paid by tleeployer These
July 31, 1978, and sucsalaries are subject to40.05 The bal requiredemployer contribution rates are subjecannual redeter
anceof the salaries authorized under230.12and751.02for the Minationby the actuaries of the respective retirenmystems;
judgesand reporters shall be paigt the secretary of administra however,the contribution rates for elected publicfiofals and
tion to the county treasurer pursuant to a voushbmitted by the Otheremployees shall be determined separately when the calcula
clerk of circuit courtto the director of state courts. The count§ionsare actuarially availablieom the Wsconsin retirement sys
treasuresshall pay the amounts directly to the judges and reporté¢§h and adopted by the employee trust funds board.
andthe amounts paid are subject to the retirement system estﬁﬁlstory: 1973 ¢. 901977 c. 18%.92, 1977 c. 41&s.748,749, 1977 c. 449Stats.

- 7s. 753.07; Sup. Ct. Ord@8 Ws. 2d xiii (1979);1981 c. 965555, 56, 67; 1981
lishedunderchapter 201, laws of 1937 ¢.35355.6, 13 200% 2 33 d (1979)

(b) The state shall pay to the county treasurer in the manner
specifiedin par (a) on behalf ofthe judges and reporters the753.073 Expenses. A circuit judge shall be reimbursed by
requiredemployer contribution rate as provided unde4G05  the state for actual andecessary itemized expenses incurred in
If the required employer contribution ratader the retirement the dischage of judicial duty outside the county of residence, and
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in attending meetings of the judicial conference or the committe&s3.10 Attendance of officers, pay; opening court.
thereof, and as a judgiesignated to serve on the judicial adminig3) Unlessotherwise directed by the presiding judge, rfef,

trative committee or the subcommittees thereof. otherthan the clerk, shall be paid for attending court or the judge
History: 1971 c. 254.19; 1977 c. 187%s.92, 135 1977 c. 273449 Sup. Ct.  if the court is not engaged in the trial of jury cases. Evdigeof
Order,88 Ws. 2d xii (1979). attendingcourt upon the order of tipeesiding judge shall have the

. ) . samepowers and authoritgs the sheffif and shall be paid out of
7h53'075. Reserve judges; service. (1) DEFINITIONS. In 6 county treasuryupon the certificate dhe judge, compensa
this section: . _ . tion equal to that fixed by the county board. No sudicef may

(a) “Permanent reserve judge” means a judge appointed by Hegaid for any day when thesurt is not in session unless specially
chiefjustice to serve an assignment for a period of 6 months. Pgideredby the presiding judge.

manentreserve judges shall perform the same duties as othef,) \whenthe court is opened by proclamation it shall be in the
judgesand may be reappointed for subsequent periods. following words:

(b) “Temporary reserve judge” meamjudge appointed by the  e4rver hearye! hear ye! the circuit court for the county of ....
chiefjustice to serve such specified duties on a day-by—-day ba}glﬁow open. Silence is commanded.

asthe chief justice may direct. History: 1977 c. 18%.92 1977 c. 334Stats. 1977 s. 753.10.
(2) EuciBiLITY. The chief justice of the supreme court may
appointany of the following as a reserve judge: 753.19 Operating costs; circuit court. The cost of opera

(a) Any person who has served a total of 6 or more years d#oa of the circuit court for each counigxcept for the salaries of
supreme court justice, court of appeals judge or a circuit judggudgesand court reporters provided to be paid by the state, and
(b) Any person who was eligible to serve as a resgrige exceptfor the cost assumed by the state under this chaptehand
beforeMay 1, 1992. 40and230, and except as otherwise provided, shall be paid by the

; ounty.
(3) Compensation. (a) Temporary reserve judges shalf History: 1973 c.81; 1975 c. 126199 1977 c. 18%s.92, 135 1977 c. 449Stats.

receiyeaper diem of $255.66. _Commencing August 1, 1998, th677s. 753.191981 c. 96
perdiem for temporaryeserve judges shall be increased by theThe county in which proceedings are brought must pay the fee of an appointed
samepercentage increase authorized for circaitrt judges’ sata guardianad litem. Romaska Wilwaukee,108 Ws. 2d 32321 N.W2d 123(1982).
ries. While serving outside the county in which they reside temRPSe'mcesof appointed counsel for non-indigent individusivil commitment

. . earingsshould be paid for by the count$tate ex. rel. Chiarkas Skow 160 Wis.
rary reserve judges shall also receive actuml necessary expen 24123 465 N.w2d 625(1991).
sesincurred in the dischge of judicial duties. This per diem Thestate public defendemot the countywas obligated to pay the costs of a neces
compensatioiis not subjecto s.40.26but the combined amount saryexpert witnesses hired by an appainted private attorney without prior approval
of this compensation and any other judicial compensati§ re,f}_t{,'\r,.ez‘fjbg’srslé'& i;’g@fggg’mss Feesin Statehuisman,167 Ws. 2d 163

togetherwith retirement annuities under thasgbnsinretirement
system,the Milwaukee County retirement fund and other stateg3 22 \When court to be held.  If a matter appointed toe
county municipal, or other \gconsin governmental retirementnegrdat a specified time is not heard at the time appoirited,

fundsreceived by him or her during any one calendar year shgdhndscontinued and may be heard at any time, unless the court
not exceed theearly compensation of a circuit judge. The pegydersotherwise.

diem compensation and actual and necessary expenses shall Bgiory: 1977 ¢. 449
paidfrom the appropriation under20.625(1) (a)when the judge
is assigned to a circuit court and from the appropriation under763 23 Night and Saturday sessions.  In each circuit hav
20.660(1) (a)when the judge is assigned to the court of appeaiisg 4 or more branches, at least one branch sbia#idule and hold

(b) Permanent reserve judges shall receive compensati@ssionsat least one Saturday and 2 evenings after 6 p.m. per
equalto the compensation for the 6—month period of a judge of thenth. In each circuit having 2 or 3 branches, at least one branch
courtto which they are assigned. This compensation is not subgeall hold one session per month Saturday or in the evening
to s.40.26but thecombined amount of this compensation and arafter6 p.m. In single branch circuits, Saturday and evening ses
other judicial compensation together with retirement annuitiesons may be held as the convenience of the litigants requires.
underthe Wsconsin retirement system, the Milwaukee County History: 1977 c. 449
retirementfund or other state, countywunicipal or othewiscon-
sin governmental retirement funds received by binmer during 753.24 Where courtto be held. (1) Circuit court shall be
anyone calendar month shall not exceed one—twelfth of the yednid regularly at the county seat.
compensatiomf a circuit judge. Permanent reserve judges shall (2) Provisionmay be made, by court rule, for holding canrt
receivehealth insurance calculated under4€s05 (4)and40.52  anycity, village or town in the county other thére county seat
(1) or (2) and vacation benefits calculated unde230.35 (1) wherethe court finds that there asglequate facilities provided
Compensatiorior permanent reserve judges shall be paid from thadthere is suffcient business to warrant holding court.

appropriationunder s20.625 (1) (b) (3) If courtis held in a city or village located partly in the

History: 1971 c. 12521%; 1973 c. 991975 ¢. 2241977 c. 291977 c. 18%.92; - - -
1977¢. 4185s.749g 749K 1977 . 445Stats. 1977 5. 753.078979 ¢. 342102  countyfrom which the judge was elected and partly in anpther

(8) (a) 1979 c. 381981c. 20 96; 1981 c. 183.10; 1983 a. 271983 a. 25%.6; 1987 judger_nay holq court, except for trials of _C(iminaf@ﬁsesany_ _
a.27,143 1989 a. 311991 a. 39269 1993a. 165s.3567,3893 1993 a. 4021997  wherein that city or village, the same as if it were entirely within

a.237. .
This section does notfafct a presiding judgs’powers and jurisdiction. Starke v the_cour\ty from which he or she was elected.
Village of Pewaukeeg5 Ws. 2d 272270 N.W2d 219(1978). History: 1977 c. 4491993 a. 246

753.077 Preservation of judgments. All judgments of 753.26 Office and records to be kept at county seat.
county courts which were entered prior to August 1, 1978, afeceptin branches Nos. 4, 5, and 7tbé circuit court for Rock
judgmentsof the circuit court fothe county where the judgmemCounty,everycwcunJudge in this state shall maintain in his or her

wasentered.No such judgment may have any othdeefthan office, at the county seat tfie county in which the judge holds
the judgment had when it was originally entered. office, all of the books, papers, and records of the catne ofice

History: 1977 c. 449 andthe books, papers, and recoadishe circuit judge shall at all
reasonableéimes be open to access and inspection by any person
753.09 Jury. The jurors shall be summonedappear at such having any business witthe books, papers, and records of the
time as the presiding judge directs. court, except as otherwise provided by .la@riginals of judg
History: 1977 c. 18%.92; 1977 c. 449Stats. 1977 s. 753.09. mentsor orders made under circuit court jurisdictiorbedinches
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Nos.4, 5,and 7 of the Rock County circuit court in Beloit, shall (d) The clerk of the circuit court is the department head of the

be kept at the county seat. clerk of courts department of the circuit for the courgxcept
History: 1977 c. 4491979 c. 651987 a. 752001 a. 103 branchesassigned probate jurisdiction, as to all personnel, pro
o . curementpudget and related matters.
753.30 Clerk of circuit court; duties, powers. (1) The (4) The clerk of circuit court shallprovide the medical

clerk of circuit court shall keep the books and records underegaminingboard with a certified copy of an order of a circuit court
59.40(2) (a)to (i) and ch.799 and perform the duties under sjn which a physician licensed under sub¢tof ch. 448is found
59.40(2) (j) to(q) for all matters in the circuit court except thosgyegligentin treating a patient. The clerk of circuit court siad-
underchs.48 and851to 880.In counties having only one circuit vide a certified copy of an order under this subsection no later than

judgethe circuit judge, with the approval of the chief judge of the business days after the entry of such a court order
judicial administrative district, may appoint the clerfkcourt reg History: 1977 c. 4491979 c. 3%.92 (16) 1995 a. 2011997 a. 31.

isterin probate. The appointments are revocable at the pleasure ngn-judgcia! octii_cerlperformin_g a mirl‘nizterial bfunlction tite bghefst of qu?lg %glt

i it i i i ing in his or her judicial capacity is entitled to absolute immunity from civil liability
of the circuit judge. Appointments and revocations shall be ft§ i\ T2 & KEt8 SRR 3 P age 466 N.Wod 646(1991)
writing and shall be filed in the fide of the register iprobate.

If appointed for this purpose, the clerk has the powerslaies 753 32 Clerks, etc., not to be appraisers.  No clerk or

of re.g|ste.rs n prQbate. mosecu'&lons of Ord|na.nce V|O|at|0ns |n0therperson employed in thefmfe Of any Circuit judge may be

the circuit court in counties having a populatioh500,000 or - appointedcommissioner or appraiser in any matter that is within

more,an assistant chief deputy clerk appointed usdbr(3) ()  thejurisdiction of the judge or of the circuit court.

or one of his or her deputies, shall enter upon the records of theistory: 1977 c. 449

courta statement of thefehse chaged, which shall stand #ise

complaint, unless the court directs formal complaint be mad&53.34 Circuit court for Menominee and Shawano

The defendans plea shall be guilty or not guiltand shall be counties. (1) Menominee Countghall not be @anized sepa

enteredas not guilty on failure to plead, which plea of not guiltyatelyfor circuit court purposes, butaspart of a joint circuit court

shallput all matters in such case at issue, any other provisfongor Menominee and Shawano counties, which constitusasyée

law notwithstanding. judicial district. No circuit judge for Menominggounty may be
(2) In counties with multibranch circuit courts, the clerk of cirélectedseparatelybut the duly elected judges of the circuit court

cuit court may appoint one or more deputies for each branchfQX Menominee and Shawano counties ssaiie as judges of the

deputyappointedo serve a particular branch may serve any oth@#cuit. The books, papers and records of ttiie@bf the judges
brgnc%of?he circuit court. P Y ¥ OShallbe kept at the county seat of the county in which each has his

her principal dice or, at the discretion of the judges, at either
both county seats.

(2) Eachcircuit judge for thesircuit court for Menominee and
awanaounties may appoint a register in probate or may jointly
appointone register in probate to serve the court. If one register
in probate serves the court, théiag of the register in probate
shallbe in the city of Shawano.

(3) Thequalified electors of Menominee Courdlyall be eli
Ble to vote at every election for circuit judge.

(3) In counties having a population of 500,000 or more trgé;
clerk of the circuit court shall:

(a) Appoint, under s$3.01t063.16 an assistant chief deputySh
clerk for the exclusive handling of the cleskivork in all criminal
and ordinance matters in circuit coutigfthe clerk of the circuit
courtor such chief deputy clerk shall sigh extradition requisi
tion papers as required by law

1. The assistant chief deputy clerk or one of his or her deputi

shallbe present at easlession of the circuit court assigned crimi 4) The county boards of Menominee Countv and Shawano
nal and trdic cases and shall perform all ministerial acts requir (4) Y ounty anc )
ountyshall enter into an agreement prorating the jeimtendi

-by and .under the dlrect|qn e judges, and when the courtis n %qsinvolved in conducting the circuit court, and for such-pur
in session, may take bail for the appearance of any person u H05esthe county board of Menominee County ropriate
arrestbefore the courts for a misdemeanordrafic violation, vy and collect a sum each yearfaiént to pay itsmpshare of the

A - . ; |
subjectto revision by the courts; the clerk or one of his or herdep@(pensesbut no portion of the initial cost, or amortization of debt

ties, shall issue all processes under the ctehldnd and the seal L
of the court and aest it in the name of the judge, signing it by fif % SNEmERe, 20 AROUTRAIEE o1 IRPAITEMERAtes o
title of ofiice, and shall tax costs; the clerk or ariéis or her dep betweenthe parties shall be included as a joint expendifoire
uties, may issue warrants upon complaint filed in writing and upQl}, 2 sionourposes. If the 2 county boards are unable to agree on
oathin all cases. The complainisarrants, recognizance, com proratingthe joint expenditures involved, then the ciraourt
mitments attachments, venires, subpoenas anaitadr writs and ,4ecfor the circuit court for Menominee and Shawano counties
papersin the courts shall be in substance in the form provijed g 'y nderappropriate notice and hearing, determine the prorat
rulesduly adopted and published by the judicial conference. i,y ot the expenditures, ahe basis of the volume and character
2. In prosecutions of ordinance violations in the court, thef work and responsibilities, to each coyntyder suclprocedure
clerk, or oneof the clerks deputies, shall enter upon the recordgsthey prescribe. If the circuit judges amable to agree, the chief
of the court a statement of thdesfse chaged, which shalstand judge of the judicial administrative district shall make the deter
asthe complaint, unless the court directs foremhplaint to be ‘mination.
made; then the defendanplea shall be guilty or not guiltand (5) Thecourt may order proceedings held at the county seat in
shallbe entered as not guilty on failure to plead, which ple®df \1anomineeCounty or at the county seat in Shawano Coonty
guilty shall put all matters the case at issue, any other provisiogiherappropriate place. The propsace of trial of civil and crim
of law notwithstanding. inal actions commenced in the court shall be the place in either
3. The clerk and deputies and the pobffcers attending the countywhere the judge orders proceedings held.
circuit court branches assigned criminal anditafises and serv. (g) A single perspective juror list shall be prepared for the cir
Ing Its process shall receive no fee. _ _ cuit court for Menominee and Shawano counties.
(b) Appoint, under s$3.01t063.16 an assistant chief deputy  (7) All fines andall costs and fees collected in circuit court for
clerk of circuit court for the exclusive handling of the cletWork  \enomineeand Shawano counties in causes of action areiig
in a” CiVil matters in CirCUit court eXCIUding probate and jUVenilgf Menominee County shall be accounted for and pa|d over under
matters. s.59.40 (2) (mYo the county treasurer of Menominee County and
(c) Appoint, under s$3.01t063.16 an assistant chief deputyin causes of action arising oof Shawano County shall be
clerk for the exclusive handling of the cleskiork in the branches accountedor and paid over under §9.40 (2) (m)}o thecounty
of court assigned juvenile matters. treasurer of Shawano County
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(8) All process and pleadings and documents of the court siséditecourts. A person may submit to the chief judge of the judicial
be entitled, “Circuit Court for Menominee and Shawadourr  administrativedistrict written comments on a rule for the chief

ties”. judge’sconsideration in determining whether revision ofriile
History: 1977 c. 4491981 c. 3171995 a. 201Sup. Ct. Order N®6-08 207  is needed. The clerks of circgiburt in the judicial administrative
Wis. 2d xv (1997). district shall print and make available to the public, at cost, all
. . L ) rulesadopted undeBCR 70.34
753.35 Rules of practice and trial court administration. (3) The State Bar of Wconsin, the state law librargnd the

(1) A circuit court maysubject to thapproval of the chief judge ¢jgrksof court to whom copies of rules are sent under this section

of the judicialadministrative district, adopt and amend rules gok, 5| serve as repositories of the rules sent to them under(sjibs.
erning practice ithatcourt that are consistent with rules adoptegnd(z)_

unders.751.12and statutes relating to pleading, practice, andl pro pisory: Sup. Ct. Order N@3-14 185 Wis. 2d xv (1994); Sup. Ct. Order No.
cedure. The court shall file each adoptedamended rule with the 94-09 187 Ws. 2d xix (1994)1995 a. 2251997 a. 352001 a. 103

clerk of circuit court. Except for a rule adopted or amended as ibuti . - d
emergencyule, the court shall file an adopted or amended rufe3-40 Contributions ~ to certain organizations  an

prior to the rules efective date. The clerk of circuit court shall@9encies. (1) If a circuit court finds in a forfeiture action that
senda copy of the filed adopted or amended rule to the secretd€rsonviolated an ordinance that prohibits conduct that is the
of thelocal bar association in that circuit, the court administratél legasﬁﬁé Z'm*arrfsoﬁ(;:'grﬂciﬁéocwggﬁ%g’grtsrtﬁ;e féatlljitrz pJ’r?ése':
for that judicial administrative district, the State Bar aé®dnsin, Y P ! y require,

the state law libraryand the dfce of the director of state courts. Cr?'814’ the person to ma;ki afco?trlbutloE surgba’rgt tloex_c%ed
A person may submit to the court written commenta ane for the maximum amount of the forfeiture that may be levied to an

organizationor agency specifieith 5.973.06 (1) (f) 1if the court

the courts consideration in determining whether revisionh® .o mineghat the violator has the financial ability to make the
rule is needed. The clerk of circuit court shall print and malﬁ%ntribution

availableto the public, atost, all rules adopted or amended under (2) If the court does require a per ake a contribution

this section. o S - . L urchargdo an oganization or agencgpecified in s973.06 (1)

. (2) The chlefjudge of the Judlqla}l admlnlstratlve district shalkp 1 put does not require the person to pdgréeiture or court

file a local rule of trial court administration adopted or amende@sts the courtshall state on the record the reasons why it is not
under SCR 70.34with the court administrator for the judicial requiringthe person to pay the forfeiture or court costs.” Alkcon
administrativedistrict. The chief judge of the judiciatiministra  tripytion surchayes made under this section shall be made to the
tive district shall file the localule prior to the rule’ efective date. ¢jerk of circuit court for distribution to the ganization or agency
The court administrator_for thgudicial administrative district gpecifiedin s.973.06 (1) (f) 1. Thecircuit court may not require
shallsend a copy of the filed adopted or amended rule to the clegfSerson to make a contribution surafeunder this section to an
of circuit courtin the judicial administrative district, the Secre organizationor agency specifieith s.973.06 (1) (f) 1that has not
tariesof the local bar associationsthe district, the State Bar of compliedwith the provisions of £57.17

Wisconsin,the statdaw library, and the dfce of the director of  History: 1995 a. 281999 a. 5869, 186, 2003 a. 139
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